
FROM: PRESIDENT@kcoba 
Cc Exco Members
Subject: SPEECH DELIVERED BY THE PRESIDENT, KING’S 

COLLEGE OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION, AT
THE SPECIAL MEETING WITH THE PKC FOR 

HARMONIZING KCOBA-KC PLANS
FOR THE         96TH FOUNDERS’ DAY
CELEBRATION

PRELIMINARIES
May I start by acknowledging the initiative of the PKC in requesting

for this special Session to harmonize KCOBA-KC plans for our 2005 96th
Founders’  Day  Celebration?  I  admit  that  over  the  years,  that  spirit  of
co-operation  has  prevailed.  I  have  in  particular  institutionalized  the
co-operation through a number of memoranda I sent to past PKC Balogun and
past PKC Ojemuyiwa, to be specific. Only recently, I got the endorsement of
our present PKC ONOJA for my policy paper on our Students’  Mentoring
Programme. A major plank of the paper is PKC/KCOBA Presidential twice-a-
year dialogue on general  assessment of Students’  value development.  The
fruits of the efforts my predecessors and those of mine in the direction
under reference are becoming evident.  I must add that our collaboration
programme has always included the Parents Teachers’ Association and hence
my happiness in welcoming the PTA Chairman to our special Session of today.

2. Let me emphasize that we can not wish away the fact that there are
three INTERNAL stakeholders who are committed to KC survival: The PKC
and staff constitute one leg; the Parents Teachers’ Association constitute
the second leg; the Old Boys’ Association constitute the third leg. Reality
and decades of experience however  confirm that the STAKE of the Old
Boys in the LIFE of the College is timeless. While the staff remain in the
College during their working career, the PTA Officers would impact on their
Wards during their office tenure and while their children are still students
of  the  College.  At  the  other  side  of  the  coin  however,  every  Old  Boy’s
commitment is Life-Long. This is why we Old Boys are very passionate about
the College. Indeed, this is why we see our College as an integral part of our
being. I confirm that Old Boys will continue to work for the goals of the
College and live for her ideals till each of us has his last breadth!!! 



96TH FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATION 
3. Now to the specific issue of stake-holders collaboration in respect of
the forthcoming Founders’ Day Celebration for which our present Session is
summoned.  Let  me  recall  that  the  PKC  indicated  in  a  recent  telephone
discussion  with  me  that  he  would  like  the  College  to  have  distinct
programmes within the overall Founders’ Week Celebration framework. He
hinted in specific terms that the College would like to formally declare open
a restructured/rehabilitated building within our Victoria Island Annex which
has been designated as ‘PKC House’. The PKC also hinted that a College Flag
has been designed by the College and he desires that it should be launched
during  the  Founders’  Week  Celebration.  I  told  the  PKC  that  these  two
specifics  should  be  joyfully  endorsed  by my colleagues  on our  EXCO.  To
effectively integrate students with the annual Founders’ Week celebration,
a once and for all approval should be obtained from the Education Ministry
to enable students resume School  for each new Session,  at least 1 week
before  our  annual  Celebration  begins.  Indeed,  what  has  actually  limited
Students  involvement  with  the  Celebration  in  the  past  is  the  annual
coincidence of their still being on holidays during the Celebration period and
it  goes  without  saying  that  we  have  to  celebrate  the  “birthday”  of  the
College on its relevant date that cannot be shifted! PTA should also agree to
their  Wards  payment  of  N2,  000  annually  as  special  Founder’s  Week
Celebration Levy. 80% of the fund collected each year shall be dedicated to
Founder’s Day annual project execution while the balance of 20% shall be
used for festivity. Of course all funds collected will be managed by the PTA.

CENTENARY CELEBRATION 
4. But beyond today’s specific inputs of the College into this year 96th
Founders’  Day  Celebration  is  how  our  permanent  collaboration  with  the
College and PTA can make the forth-coming KC Centenary Celebration the
greatest  event  that has ever  taken place in  the life of our  College.  The
Centenary is in September 2009 i.e. VERY MUCH ROUND THE CORNER. In
my view, our Collaboration Machinery may work along the following lines:

(i) Each of us (the KCOBA, the College and the PTA),  should
immediately establish a well-funded Adhoc Secretariat for
planning and execution of the Celebration details.

(ii) All Stake-holders’ Planning Committees should meet once in
4 months, for the first two years from now, to progressively
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harmonize  our  individual  Plans.  The  Stakeholders  to  meet
monthly in the third year and finally jointly execute agreed
Plans in the final and great year of 2009!!!

(iii) Since we know that KC is a National Phenomenon, Presidency,
Education  Ministry  etc  MUST  be  carried  along  with  our
plans right from the word “go.”

(iv) From NOW, parents should contribute at least  N2, 500.00
per  child  per  term.  These  funds,  kept  in  a  designated
Account, will be progressively fixed and eventually used by
PTA for their Centenary Projects/Celebration. We suggest
that not more  than 20% of the mobilized  fund should  be
used  by  PTA  for  the  social  segment  of  their  Centenary
Programme.  KCOBA  shall  also  immediately  put  in  place
relevant machinery. Since the Celebration would be a whole
year activity, we certainly need the next three years from
now for the planning. 

(v) The  entire  Teaching  and  non-Teaching  staff,  we  suggest,
should immediately establish separate Cooperative Fund to
be administered by each individual group for the separate
programme each relevant group would wish to articulate and
implement as part of the general Centenary Celebration.

5. I thank the Chairman of the PTA for being present at this Meeting
and for his past co-operation. This cannot be the place for me to thank the
PKC.  We have had many excellent PKCs. But some Old Boys now begin to
wonder where he has been all these years. Why has he just come to be part
of our excellent PKC heritage when he has only few months to go in the
Public Service? Of course, we will be asking the authority to let him serve
humanity  further  in  King’s  College  without  prejudice  to  the  Civil  Service
Retirement Rules. FLOREAT.

Chief Tunde Oshobi MON
PRESIDENT
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KCOBA
Tuesday Aug. 8, 2005
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